
Menaion 
June 24 

The Birth of the Honorable and Glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John. 
    

MATINS 

 
CHOIR  

 

 

Apolytikion.   
Mode 4. Come quickly.  



 

Glory. Repeat.  

Both now. Theotokion.  



 

DEACON  
Again and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
(Lord, have mercy.)  
Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us, O God, by Your grace.  
(Lord, have mercy.)  
Commemorating our most holy, pure, blessed, and glorious Lady, the Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with all the 
saints, let us commend ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our God.  
(To You, O Lord.)  
PRIEST  
For Yours is the dominion, and Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages.  
(Amen.)  
CHOIR  
Kathisma I.   



Mode 4. Joseph marveled.  

 

 



 

 

Glory. Both now. Theotokion.  
Mode 4. Automelon.  

 

 

Kathisma II.  
From Menaion - - -  
Mode pl. 4. By conceiving the wisdom.  

 

 

 



 

Kathisma II.   
Mode pl. 4. By conceiving the wisdom.  





 

 

Glory. Both now. Theotokion.  
Mode pl. 4. By conceiving the wisdom.  





 

 

 

 



 

 

Kathisma III.  
From Menaion - - -  
Mode pl. 4. When he perceived.  

 



 

Glory. Both now. Theotokion.  
Mode pl. 4. Automelon.  



 

DEACON  
Again and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
(Lord, have mercy.)  
Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us, O God, by Your grace.  
(Lord, have mercy.)  
Commemorating our most holy, pure, blessed, and glorious Lady, the Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with all the 
saints, let us commend ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our God.  
(To You, O Lord.)  
PRIEST  



For blessed is your name, and glorified is your kingdom, of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever and to the ages of ages.  
(Amen.)  
CHOIR  
Antiphon I.  
Mode 4.  

 



 

 

Prokeimenon. Zacharia's Prophecy: The Benedictus.  



 

DEACON  
Let us pray to the Lord.  
(Lord, have mercy.)  
PRIEST  
For you are holy, our God, who rest among the Saints, and to you we give glory, to the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages.  
CHOIR  
Amen.  



 

DEACON  
Let us pray to the Lord our God that we may be made worthy to hear the holy Gospel.  
(Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.)  

 
DEACON  
Wisdom. Arise. Let us hear the Holy Gospel.  

 
PRIEST  
Peace be with all.  
(And with your spirit.)  

 
PRIEST  
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.  

 
DEACON  
Let us be attentive.  
(Glory to You, O Lord. Glory to You.)  

 

 



PRIEST  
(1:24-25, 57-68, 76, 80)  
At that time, Elizabeth, the wife of Zacharias conceived, and for five months hid herself, saying, "Thus the Lord has 
done to me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among men." Now the time came for 
Elizabeth to be delivered, and she gave birth to a son. And her neighbors and kinsfolk heard that the Lord had shown 
great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they 
would have named him Zacharias after his father, but his mother said, "Not so; he shall be called John." And they said 
to her, "None of your kindred is called by this name." And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he would have 
him called. And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, "His name is John." And they all marveled. And immediately 
his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. And fear came on all their neighbors. And 
all these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea; and all who heard them laid them up in their 
hearts, saying, "What then will this child be?" For the hand of the Lord was with him. And his father Zacharias was 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying, "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed 
his people, and you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his 
ways." And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness till the day of his manifestation to 
Israel. (RSV)  

 
(Glory to You, O Lord. Glory to You.)  

 
READER  
Psalm 50 (51).  
Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your great mercy; and according to the abundance of Your compassion, blot 
out my transgression. Wash me thoroughly from my lawlessness and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my 
lawlessness, and my sin is always before me. Against You only have I sinned and done evil in Your sight; that You 
may be justified in Your words, and overcome when You are judged. For behold, I was conceived in transgressions, 
and in sins my mother bore me. Behold, You love truth; You showed me the unknown and secret things of Your 
wisdom. You shall sprinkle me with hyssop, and I will be cleansed; You shall wash me, and I will be made whiter than 
snow. You shall make me hear joy and gladness; my bones that were humbled shall greatly rejoice. Turn Your face 
from my sins, and blot out all my transgressions. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your 
salvation, and uphold me with Your guiding Spirit. I will teach transgressors Your ways, and the ungodly shall turn 
back to You. Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation, and my tongue shall greatly rejoice in 
Your righteousness. O Lord, You shall open my lips, and my mouth will declare Your praise. For if You desired 
sacrifice, I would give it; You will not be pleased with whole burnt offerings. A sacrifice to God is a broken spirit, a 
broken and humbled heart God will not despise. Do good, O Lord, in Your good pleasure to Zion, and let the walls of 
Jerusalem be built; then You will be pleased with a sacrifice of righteousness, with offerings and whole burnt 
offerings; then shall they offer young bulls on Your altar. (SAAS)  

  
CHOIR  
Glory. Mode 2.  



 

Idiomelon. Mode 2.  



 

 



DEACON  
O God, save your people and bless your inheritance. Look upon your world with mercy and compassion. Raise the 
Orthodox Christians in glory, and send down upon us your rich mercies, through the intercessions of our most pure 
Lady the Theotokos and ever-Virgin Mary, the power of the precious and life giving Cross, the protection of the 
honorable, bodiless Powers of heaven, the supplications of the honorable and glorious prophet, and forerunner John 
the Baptist, whose Birth we celebrate; the holy, glorious, and praiseworthy Apostles, our Fathers among the Saints, 
the great hierarchs and ecumenical teachers, Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian and John Chrysostom, 
Athanasios, Cyril, and John the Merciful, patriarchs of Alexandria; Nicholas, bishop of Myra, Spyridon, bishop of 
Trimythous, Nektarios of Pentapolis, the wonder-workers; the holy, glorious great Martyrs George the Victorious, 
Demetrios the Myrobletes, Theodore the Teron, and Theodore the General, Menas the Wonderworker, the 
Hieromartyrs Haralambos and Eleftherios; the holy, glorious, and victorious martyrs; the glorious great Martyr and 
all-laudable Euphemia; the holy and glorious Martyrs Thecla, Barbara, Anastasia, Katherine, Kyriake, Fotene, Marina, 
Paraskeve and Irene; of our holy God-bearing Fathers; (local patron saint); the holy and righteous ancestors of God 
Joachim and Anna; and of all your Saints. We beseech you, only merciful Lord, hear us sinners who pray to you and 
have mercy on us.  

 
CHOIR  
Lord, have mercy. (12)  

 
PRIEST  
Through the mercy, compassion, and love of mankind of your only-begotten Son, with whom you are blessed, together 
with your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages.  
(Amen.)  

  
READER  
Kontakion.  
Mode 3. On this day.  
On this day Christ's Forerunner is born from her who was barren; and of all the prophesy he is himself the fulfillment. 
On the head of God the Word, who was by the Prophets heralded, he laid his hand at the Jordan River. Thus he 
showed himself to be His Prophet and Herald and likewise Forerunner. 

 
Oikos.  
Let us now extol the Lord's Forerunner, whom Elizabeth bore to the priest, from a womb that was fruitless, but not 
without seed. Only Christ traversed the field that no one else traversed, that was truly without seed. John was borne of 
a barren woman, who bore him not without the agency of a man. Whereas Jesus was borne of a chaste Virgin, by the 
overshadowing of the Father and the divine Spirit. Yet the son of the barren one showed himself to be for the Son of 
the Virgin, Prophet and Herald, and likewise Forerunner. (SD)  

 
Synaxarion.   
On June 24 we celebrate the Nativity of the honorable and glorious Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John.  
By his holy intercessions, Christ God, have mercy on us. Amen.  

 

  



CHOIR  
Katavasias of Theotokos 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

DEACON  
Let us honor and magnify in song the Theotokos and the Mother of the light.  
 

 

 

 



CHOIR  
Ode ix. 

 



 



 



 



 



 

Katavasia. Mode 4.  

 



 

DEACON  
Again and again, in peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
(Lord, have mercy.)  

 
Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us, O God, by Your grace.  
(Lord, have mercy.)  

 
Commemorating our most holy, pure, blessed, and glorious Lady, the Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with all the 
saints, let us commend ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our God.  
(To You, O Lord.)  

 
PRIEST  
For all the powers of heaven praise You and give You glory, to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever and to the ages of ages.  
(Amen.) 

CHOIR 
Exaposteilarion.  

Mode 2. O Women, hearken. 
 



 

Theotokion.  
Mode 2. O Women, hearken.  
 



 

 

Lauds. Mode pl. 4.  



 



 

Mode pl. 4. What a paradoxal.  



 



 

 



 



 

 

Glory.  
Mode pl. 2.  
 



 

 

Both now. Theotokion.  

 



 

GREAT DOXOLOGY – MODE 3 or 4 

 

Glory be to You who showed the light. Glory in the highest to God. His peace is on earth, His good pleasure in 
mankind. (SD)  
We praise You, we bless You, we worship You, we glorify You, we give thanks to You for Your great glory.  
Lord King, heavenly God, Father, Ruler over all; Lord, only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and You, O Holy Spirit.  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, who take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us, You who take away 
the sins of the world.  
Accept our supplication, You who sit at the right hand of the Father, and have mercy on us.  
For You alone are holy, You alone are Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
Every day I will bless You, and Your name will I praise to eternity, and to the ages of ages.  
Vouchsafe, O Lord, this day, that we be kept without sin.  
Blessed are You, O Lord, the God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is Your name to the ages. Amen.  
Let Your mercy be on us, O Lord, as we have set our hope on You.  
Blessed are You, O Lord. Teach me Your statutes.  
Blessed are You, O Lord. Teach me Your statutes.  
Blessed are You, O Lord. Teach me Your statutes.  



Lord, You have been our refuge from generation to generation. I said: Lord, have mercy on me. Heal my soul, for I 
have sinned against You.  
Lord, I have fled to You. Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God.  
For with You is the fountain of life; in Your light we shall see light.  
Continue Your mercy to those who know You.  
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3)  
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Both now and ever and to the ages of ages. Amen.  
Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.  
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.  
 

Apolytikion.   
Mode 4. Come quickly.  
 

 


